
Japanese Umbrellas 

known as wagasa. 
Here are some Japanese Wagasa depicted in some artworks:    

     
Hamarikyu Gardens - Koizumi Kishio                                              Large Snowflakes Painting - Uemura Shoen                     Tokyo Street Scene. -  Edward Atkinson Hornel   

 

 

The traditional  Japanese umbrella , wagasa (  ), was introduced to  Japan from China 

during the early Heian period around 794 -1185. Here is a little more information about the 

very recognisable Wagasa:  

https://www.wagasa.com/en/kyowagasa/ 

https://www.kcpinternational.com/2014/05/wagasa-traditional-japanese-

umbrellas/#:~:text=The%20traditional%20Japanese%20umbrella%2C%20wagasa,period%20(794%2D1185).&text=Ea

rly%20Japanese%20umbrellas%20were%20constructed,period%20(1568%2D1603). 

Below on the next couple of pages are some creative images of these umbrellas  

from a birdõs eye view perspective, looking down from above. Take a look at 

them and see what you think? Look at their shapes, patterns and colours. Look 

at how they are arranged in each picture. Do you like them? Iõve repeated a 

couple so you can look at  them from a different angle. The last image is my 

favourite!  

 

https://www.wagasa.com/en/kyowagasa/
https://www.kcpinternational.com/2014/05/wagasa-traditional-japanese-umbrellas/#:~:text=The%20traditional%20Japanese%20umbrella%2C%20wagasa,period%20(794%2D1185).&text=Early%20Japanese%20umbrellas%20were%20constructed,period%20(1568%2D1603).
https://www.kcpinternational.com/2014/05/wagasa-traditional-japanese-umbrellas/#:~:text=The%20traditional%20Japanese%20umbrella%2C%20wagasa,period%20(794%2D1185).&text=Early%20Japanese%20umbrellas%20were%20constructed,period%20(1568%2D1603).
https://www.kcpinternational.com/2014/05/wagasa-traditional-japanese-umbrellas/#:~:text=The%20traditional%20Japanese%20umbrella%2C%20wagasa,period%20(794%2D1185).&text=Early%20Japanese%20umbrellas%20were%20constructed,period%20(1568%2D1603).
https://fineartamerica.com/featured/hamarikyu-gardens-digital-remastered-edition-koizumi-kishio.html


     

          

   



 

 



This week you can have a go at making a Wagasa picture from a birdõs eye view, 

using cupcake cases and felt tips  and pens. Cupcake cases lend themselves to 

this tas k because of their waxy paper quality and all their folded creases just 

like the infamous Japanese brollies!  

 

You can display your Wagasa from a variety of different angles on your page to 

give your picture interest. A good thing to do before starting this activity is to 

take the opportunity to draw some sketches first. Just in pencil is fine or 

otherwise something you feel comfy with, so y ou can practice the different 

shapes, lines and angles from different perspectives. This will be a good warm 

up and will hopefully help to give you a good understanding o f  how each umbrella 

should look. The next page shows some warm up sketches I did.  



Try  not to press too hard with your pencil, work loosely  and if you are unhappy 

with a sketch just move on to another one, remember this is just a warm up and 

not a finished piece of work  so donõt feel you have to be precise or perfect !  

    

Below are some various line drawings that you can use to sketch from:  

  

 

 

 

 


